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Dixie Elementary School

Patricia Elliot, Principal

1174 Idylberry Road

San Rafael, CA 94903

flynn.elliot@marin.k12.ca.us

415.492.3730

August 14, 2009

Dear Dixie School Families,

First and foremost- PLEASE sign up for the Dixie Parent Email List so you can receive important updates and information. Go to our Dixie Website www.dixieschool.com, scroll down to the left corner and click on “sign up here” and be sure to click the box that says “schoolwide” as well as your child(s) grade level. 

Also, PLEASE sign up for our electronic calendar updates http://www.schoolsnow.com/default.asp?skid=734122&caid=798736
Click on the “go green” under August 2009 to get email reminders about school events.
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year! I hope you had a relaxing and fun-filled summer break and are looking forward to returning to school. I certainly am looking forward to seeing you all! We have certainly had a rough ride this summer with the “roller coaster” state budget issues. Regardless, we are looking forward to a wonderful school year packed with learning and fun.

We are excited to have all of our classroom teachers returning except for one. We will certainly miss Shahrzad Nahreini who taught fourth grade at Dixie last year. Ms. Nahreini will be teaching second grade at Vallecito this year. We are thrilled that she is still working in our Dixie School District, but we are sad to lose her at Dixie! 

Ms. Jessica Painter will be teaching fifth grade with Mrs. Nikki Gallagher. Mrs. Gallagher is staying home with her new baby girl for the beginning of the school year, so Ms. Painter will be starting the year full time. When Mrs. Gallagher returns to work, she will work 3 days a week and Ms. Painter will work 2 days a week with their fifth grade class.

We are in the fourth year of implementing our Student Wellness Policy. Foods brought to school for birthdays and celebrations are required to follow the district nutrition guidelines. Our website features a list of healthy party and holiday foods for parents as well as a list of non-food alternatives for celebrations. Please join us in our nutrition mission to find alternatives to the sugary, fat-saturated foods normally associated with classroom celebrations—please provide healthy foods and beverages for any parties or events that take place during the school day. PLEASE BE AWARE AND THOUGHTFUL regarding our serious food allergies. We are not a “nut free” school, but we discourage sending nut products to school with your child- we want our school to be a safe place for ALL children. 

New parents to Dixie School are invited to a New Parent Orientation on Monday, August 24th, from 9:30am to 10:00am in our Multipurpose Room (your children are welcome to join you). 

Our kindergarten students and parents are invited to our Kinder Playdate on Monday, August 24th, from 10am to 11am on the kindergarten playground.

On Monday, August 24,  from 11:00 to 12:00, you may bring your child to school to greet his/her teacher and to see the location of the classroom. Please remember that teachers are in the process of preparing their rooms for the first day of school. The rooms will not be finished and this is a work day for teachers. While they are happy to greet you, it is not an occasion designated for conferencing or a prolonged visit. Thank you in advance for honoring your teacher’s need for preparation and work time. Please come only during the scheduled visit time. One of our school busses will also be available during this time so that you can talk to a driver and your child can check out the bus. We are promoting riding the bus this year as it saves energy, is safe and your child gets to school on time!

Our school year begins on Tuesday, August 25, 2008. The first two days will be minimum days:

Kindergarten will be dismissed at 11:50am and Grades 1-5 will be dismissed at 1:25pm

Just a reminder: every Wednesday this school year will be a minimum day with dismissal at 1:25 for students in grades K-5. Teachers participate in professional development, grade level team meetings and curriculum planning activities. Please make arrangements for your child’s after school schedule on early dismissal Wednesdays.

The regular schedule is as follows:


Kindergarten
8:14 – 11:50am         Note: There will be no K bus the first week of school. 


Grades 1 -5
8:14 – 2:35
I hope you will join me for Dixie Home and School Club Welcome Coffee on August 25th outside the multipurpose room from 8:14 to 9:00. This event, sponsored by our Home & School Club, is an opportunity for parents to meet one another, celebrate the first day back to school and become familiar with the many activities on our campus. 
Even if you have been a Dixie School parent for a number of years, please review the following information which is important for the opening of school:

1. EMERGENCY CARDS – TWO emergency cards are enclosed with this letter. Please fill them out completely and return them to your child’s teacher on the first day of school. It is important to keep the cards up-to-date during the school year. 

2. PARENTS’ RIGHTS – This notice will be sent out the first day of school. Please sign and return the blue card stating that you have read the notice.

3. DISTRICT POLICIES BOOKLET— Each school year, every school district is required to notify parents/guardians of certain legal rights as reflected in state and federal law. Please keep this booklet, sent home on the first day, to refer to throughout the year.

4. OTHER DISTRICT INFORMATION — Student insurance information, milk program letter, free/reduced meals packet, and a pesticide use notification letter will also be sent home on the first day of school. Students who need to take medication at school will need to pick up an “Authorization to Administer Medication” form from the office and have it signed by a physician. (Note: If you have medication in the office from last year, you need to have a new form on file.)
5. ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL / DISMISSAL FROM SCHOOL– Because no teachers will be on duty, all students are required to arrive after 8:05 A.M. We cannot have children arriving early and waiting in the office each morning. If, for any reason, your child arrives late to school, or must leave early, please have him/her check in with the office. A note is necessary for early dismissal. Children are expected to be picked up at their dismissal time for the same reasons.

6. AUTO TRAFFIC RULES — Please take a few minutes to familiarize yourself with these traffic guidelines. Please be the kind of driver you want your child to encounter. READ the enclosed NEW AND IMPROVED TRAFFIC GUIDELINES! ONLY STAFF CARS are allowed into the staff parking lot during school hours (7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.)
7. VISITORS — All visitors must sign in at the school office, including parent volunteers. Parent volunteers need to pick up a badge from the office and return it at the end of their volunteer time.
8. ABSENCES – If your child is tardy or absent from school, the school must be notified so we can verify the absence and record it properly. The State of California now requires the school to report all students whose absence or tardy is unverified as truant. Please call the school office by 8:30 a.m. (492.3730) to explain your student’s absence. You can also leave a message on our answering machine at any time. If your child is absent because of religious beliefs you must inform the school prior to the day they are observing the religious holiday.

9. IDENTIFICATION OF CLOTHING – Please label all garments and personal belongings clearly. Periodically check our lost and found rack near room 2. Lost and found items will be donated to a charity at the end of each trimester.

10. CLASS ASSIGNMENTS – Enclosed is your child’s teacher assignment. Your child has been placed with care using collaborative input from you, as parents, from your child’s previous teacher, from specialists and support staff. We have attempted to provide the best educational setting possible for all children. Classes have been balanced with regard to boy/girl ratio, learning styles and abilities, academic and social needs, and equitable class size. We have confidence in our staff and in your children and we make sure that every class has a mosaic of students with varying interests, needs, strengths, cultural backgrounds, and languages. For these reasons, please do not call or drop in to the office for an appointment regarding classroom assignments until after September 8th. No class changes are expected during the first weeks of school.

11. LUNCH

Kindergarten
Dismissal at 11:50am- no students stay for extended day until the third week of school

Grades 1–2
12:00—12:25 (playing) 
12:25—12:50 (eating)

Grades 3–5
12:00—12:20 (eating) 

12:20—12:50  (playing)

· Our Dixie Diner Lunch Program will begin on Monday, August 31st . All lunch sign ups are on line this year. Please go to our school web site and click on the tab labeled “lunch”. http://dixiesd.marin.k12.ca.us/dixieschool/lunch.html  

· We will continue our commitment to become a model recycling school. If your child brings a lunch from home we are asking parents and students to pack a waste-free lunch. Here are some tips: use a cloth lunch bag or lunchbox, skip the plastic wrap and foil, bring reusable containers for sandwiches, put drinks in a thermos or recyclable container, use cloth instead of paper napkins, use silverware instead of plastic. Make sure to put names on all personal items. Please help us reduce, reuse and recycle!

· Please remember to include a healthy morning snack for your child even if your child buys lunch.

12. INDEPENDENT STUDY CONTRACTS
School districts in California only get credit for Independent Study Contracts if they are written for five or more days. You can request a contract from your child’s teacher when you know you will be out of town for at least 5 days. Teachers can give parents make-up work for three or four days of absence, but teachers will not be writing contracts. We do encourage you to take vacations during the scheduled vacation times noted on the District calendar. It is impossible to put in a make-up folder what your child has missed at school during a day of absence.
13. SEX OFFENDERS: We strongly recommend that families regularly check the Megan's Law website for information about registered sex offenders living in our community: http://www.meganslaw.ca.gov/ 
14. CODE OF CONDUCT/LIFESKILLS
Students will be following a Code of Conduct again this year. Our playground citation system will assist students who are having difficulty following the Code of Conduct. A citation is a warning and a reminder to follow the school rules. We will also be implementing the 12th year of our LifeSkills program. All four Dixie schools emphasize the same lifeskills each month. 

CODE OF CONDUCT

Be safe.

Be respectful.

Be responsible.

2009-2010 LIFESKILLS

September 
 Personal Best

October 
 Responsibility

November 
 Cooperation

December 
 Caring

January 
 Acceptance

February 
 Honesty

March 
 Perseverance

April 
 Patience

May 
 Problem Solving

June 
 Confidence

For your information, here are some important dates of upcoming school events:


August 24

· Kindergarten/New Parent Orientation (9:30am-10:00am)

· Kindergarten Playdate 10:00am to 11:00am

· Visitation for Parents and Students in classrooms (11-12:00)

August 25

· Dixie Home and School Club Welcome Coffee (8:15)

· 11:50am Kindergarten Dismissal

· 1:25pm Dismissal Grades 1-5

            August 27
 Ice Cream Social 6pm to 7pm

September 7 
Labor Day Holiday

September 16
 K-2 Back to School Night 6:30pm to 8pm(Adults Only)

September 17 
3-5 Back to School Night 6:30pm to 8pm (Adults Only)

Whether you are new to Dixie or a returning family, I encourage you to become an active participant in your child’s education and to get involved in the life of this wonderful school. There are many jobs of all sizes that are essential to the success of our school. If you’re not sure how to become involved, please ask—we’d love to have you! We have much to be proud of at Dixie School and working together we will continue to create an exciting and stimulating learning community. See you soon!

Sincerely,

Patty Elliot

Principal
