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For the End of the Year party in Mrs. Hogan’s first grade class, we wanted to focus the kids on remembering what a great year it had been and all the great friends they had made at school that year. So, we tried to think of activities that would emphasize the class rather than playing a variety of random games.

The three primary activities were:

Creating a classroom mural – Before the party, we lined the walls outside Mrs. Hogan’s classroom with white craft paper (the paper should reach about 6 feet high and you need to allocate about 1.5 to 2 feet of horizontal space for each child; be sure to allocate plenty of time to get this done…I think it took me about 45 minutes but would go faster if you had a helper).  We also set out cups full of crayons every 4 to 5 feet. Then we brought the class out in groups of 10. Three parent volunteers “traced” the outline of each child and then the kids colored themselves in. They also wrote their names next to their pictures and decorated the mural with other small pictures of flowers, butterflies, soccer balls, etc. One parent gave the mural a title (“Mrs. Hogan’s First Grade Class 2005 – 2006”) to finish it off.

Writing letters at the Room 14 post office – Before the party, we covered two cardboard wine cases with craft paper. Then we decorated them with brightly colored stickers and wrote “Room 14 Post Office” on them. In each small square (where a wine bottle would go), I then placed a sticker with the name of one of the kids from the class on it so that each student ended up with his/her own “mail slot.” I also created a mail slot for Mrs. Hogan. Then, at the party, the kids had the chance to write each other letters and “deliver them” to the post office.  To help prevent one child from getting lots of mail and another from not getting any, we wrote each kid’s name on a card and placed it in a bowl. Students “blindly” drew a name from the bowl and that was the kid they would write to. When they were done with the letter, they delivered it to the post office and got a small piece of candy as a reward (to help create excitement about the writing exercise!). Then they could choose another name from the bowl and write another letter. Each child also was given the chance to write a letter to Mrs. Hogan. We provided plenty of paper, envelops, and fun stickers (so they could decorate their notes) for the exercise. We also encouraged the kids to write something they like about the person they’re writing to, or a fun memory they have of that person during the school year. Two parent volunteers assisted.

The “How Well Do You Know Mrs. Hogan?” quiz - Working with Mrs. Hogan, we created a 15 question quiz that asked the kids various questions about Mrs. Hogan (e.g., her favorite color, favorite food, name of her husband, etc.). We duplicated the quiz on a piece of paper with a picture of Mrs. Hogan at the top. She went through the questions with the kids and then had them ‘correct” their own papers. During this time, the kids ate popcorn and grapes and seemed to enjoy themselves. 
The party was scheduled for 90 minutes. To facilitate the activities, we divide the class into two groups of 10. For the first 30 minutes, one group worked on the mural and the other did the post office. Then, everyone had snack and did the quiz together for 30 minutes. For the last 30 minute segment, the two groups switched places so that everyone had a chance to do the mural or the post office. We used 5 parent volunteers and kept them pretty busy, except during the period when Mrs. Hogan was leading the quiz.
Other ideas – Bring a camera and take pictures of each child next to their drawing on the mural. Then, get a picture of all class members together in front of the finished product. Email the photos to parents before the end of the year.
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